[Chronic myeloid leukemia. Karyotype changes].
Chronic Myeloid Leukemia (CML) is a clonal disease of bone marrow, citogenetically characterized by the presence of the Philadelphia chromosome (Ph). Additional anomalies in the Ph cromosome have been found during the evolution of CML. This paper will show evidence of cytogenetic abnormalities during the evolution of CML in this region, and its correlation with clinical evolution. 55 samples of bone marrow, 81.3% (45/55) in chronic phase (CP), 12.7% (7/55) in an accelerated phase (AP), and 5.4% (3/55) in blastic phase (BP) were received. In 12/45 patients in CP the karyotype was repeated at least once a year during the evolution of their illness. 9/12 presented the Ph chromosome as a single anomaly at the moment of diagnosis; the other 3 presented a distinct anomaly. 4/9 presented additional abnormalities moving to the stages AP or BP between 4-8 months after initial discovery. 7/10 patients referred in AP or BP presented additional abnormalities in the Ph chromosome. It is evident that the chromosome study of each patient with CML must be carried out at least once a year in order to detect chromosomal abnormalities in addition to the Ph chromosome. Thus, a greater therapeutic control of the disease is possible.